Questions for your Book Club’s Discussion of Green as a Garden Hose
1. Generally speaking, in a mystery series, each book is written so that it can stand alone. It is not necessary to have read the previous books in the series in order to understand the current one. That being the case, what, if any, is the value of reading this entire series in order? How is the Biscuit McKee Mystery Series similar to, and different from, other series you may have read?

2. Such things as suicide, spousal-abuse, alcoholism, and depression are often kept as “family secrets” because of the stigma that our culture frequently imposes on the survivors of such tragedies. What do you feel should be our response to learning such a secret?

3. There are several sets of siblings in Green as a Garden Hose—Biscuit and Glaze, Ida and Diane Marie, Fr. Ames and Madeleine. Of those three pairs, which relationship comes closest to your own experience? Do you have a “sister by choice” as well as birth sisters?

4. Journaling is an important part of the plot of Green as a Garden Hose. What do you feel is the value of journaling, both as a personal endeavor and in its role in this book?

5. In one very minor scene, Biscuit admits to having a hard time dealing with groups of children. She functions better, she says, in a one-on-one situation. What is your experience with children? Can you empathize with Biscuit’s view or are you appalled by it?

6. What was your response to the essay How to Save a Red Button?

7. Have you ever tried something new and found unexpected consequences from that attempt?

